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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JonN HoLT, of Lowell,
in the countyof Middlesexand Stateof Massa-
chnsetts, have invented a new and usefal Im-
provement in Devices for Placing Stars Upon
a Flag, which invention I will describe as fol-
lows: ‘

In the drawings which form a part of this
specification, Iigure 1 shows the frame -open
and 'with a strip of'thie field of a United States
flag adjusted therein, TFig. 2 shows said frame
closed and fastened, with a strip of the field
inclosed and a part of the stars in place. Tig,
3 shows what may be termed a ““mold-board,”
also seen in Figs. 1 and 2, upou which the
frame is placed and adjusted when in opera-
tion; and Fig. 4illustrates said frame removed
from the mold-board and opened apon its
hinges, the strip to be operated upon beingre-
moved in this figure. Tig. 5, Sheet 2, shows
a strip in the frame, the frame being closed
and fastened, the stars adjusted upon one side
of the strip, and a drying-weight ready for use,
in the manner hereinafter described. Tig. 6
shows the manner of holding a star in place
and at the same time lifting the points of the
star by application of a weight at the center
thereof for the purpuse of applying paste to
the under sides of said points, so as to tem-
sorarily stick said points to the strip operated
upon. Fig. 7 shows one side of the completed
flag with the stars permanently stitched upon
the field, and TFig. S is a section of the field to
illustrate two stars as stitched to both sides
and through the field and exaetly opposite
each other.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in the different figures of the drawings.

My invention consists in a frame opening
and closing by means of hinges or other equiv-
alent device, and fastened, when closed, by
hooks, as shown,orbyany equivalent and suit-
able means. Within each side of said frame
is stretched and securely held, by tacksor their
equivalent, stiff paper or other suitably thin
and substantial fabrie, said fabric being cut
into the shape of stars for a flag, said star-

- shaped openings to be at the distance apart

o

required for the stars npon the flag tobemade.
Strips of sand-paper or other abrasive fabrie
are placed upon both sides and botli ends of

(No model.)

the inside of one side of the frame and upon
the edge of the paper lining to hold the strip
of field in place during the act of closing the
frame.
the frame is temporarily adjusted, so as to fur-
nish a bearing for the strip of flag while the
stars are being adjusted and temporarily past-
ed thereon, the mold-Dboard being made

A mold-board is provided, upon which 33

double, as it were, so that the frame may be 6o

turned over thereon for the purpose of adjast-
ing stars and pasting them upon cach side of
the strip of field and exactly opposite each
other. A weightisalso provided, to be placed

upon the center of each star to lift the points 65 -

of the star, so that paste or other adhesive mat-
ter can be spread thereunder, and the weight
also serves the additioual purpose of holding
the star firmly in place until itis pasted to the

field. 'When the stars are thus temporarily ad- yo

justed, the strip of field is removed from the
frame, and each two opposite stars and the
field are stitched through and together,in the
ordinary and well-known manner.

A is a frame, opening and closing on the 75

hinges a, and provided with thé hooks ' and
eyes ¢?, for fastening when closed.

M is a stiff thin lining, preferably of paper,
stretched within cach side of the frame A and

fastened Dy the tacks ¢, as clearly shown in 8o

Iig. 4. The abrasive strips b (seen in full in
Fig. 4) are for the purpose of holding the flag
material If in place during the act of closing
the frame A. The strips b are fastened prefer-

ably bydriving the tacks c throughsaid strips 8z

and the lining M into the frame,

B are star-shaped openings in the lining M,
said openings in thelinings M of thetwo sides
of the frame A to lLe exactly opposite each
other. v

“Dis a mold-board with two moldings, D/,
said moldings D’ to be used as bearings in ad-
justing the stars C upon the flag material B
and pasting said stars npon said material.  The

]

use of said moldings is shown in Tig. 2, said ¢z

figure showing two stars, C,adjusted and past-
ed in their places upon the material E and
within the openings B in the lining, aud also
illustrating two more openings B ready to re-

ceive stars,

In the practical work of making flags, it is
better to take strips of material for a field of
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proper length and width to take seven or eight
stars, or, in short, that the length of thestrips
had better be of the desired length of the field,
so that the strips need only be pieced together
longitudinally in completing the field. Of
course a frame could be made largeenough to
attach the stars to an entire field at once; but
such a frame is of & size and shape to be in-
convenient in handling, The frame is shown
in the drawings as only long enough to adjust
four stars at a time; but this is-done merely
for economy of space in making the drawings.

The operation of my invention is substan-
tially as follows: Theframe A isopened wide
upon the mold-board D; the strip of flag ma-
terial is then placed in theframe,and upon the
side thereof upon which are theabrasive strips
b, said material covering said side completely.
When the frame is thus opened for the recep-
tion of the flag material and placed upon the

"mold-board D, it should be over and upon

the two moldings D’. After the flag material
is adjusted as above deseribed.the frame is
closed and fastened, as seen in Fig. 2. A star
made of any desired material is then placed

- within one of the openings B and the process

30
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illustrated in Fig. 6 then follows—that is to
say, any suitable weight, H, is placed upon
the center of the star C, thus holding the star
in place,and at the sametimelifting the points
of said star,as shown in Fig. 6. Theoperator,
with any suitable brush, J, or by other equiva-
lent means, then spreads a pasteor any proper
adhesive material upon the under side of the
points of the star C,as shown in ¥ig. 6, then
pressing said pointsdown ontothefabric E and
within the openings B. After all the stars for
one side of the strip of flag fabric are thus at-

-

tached the frame A, still locked and contain-
ing the strip of flag fabrie, is turned over and
fitted over and upon the opposite molding D’.
Like stars are then adjusted upon the opposite

40

side of said strip I and pasted thereon, in the -

same manner as before described.

Inorder to facilitate the drying of the paste, a
metal weight, G, moderately heated, may be
placed upon each setof stars after the pasting
process, and before theframeis moved, so as to
avoid displacing the stars. The frame A may
now be opened, the strip taken out, and the two
opposite stars C and the strip of the field 1L/
stitched together "and stitched through, as
shown in Fig. 8. Said stitching being com-
pleted, the strips of the field being pieced,and
thus forming the entire field L/, said field is
then attached to the rest of the flag in the or-
dinary manner, one side of which isillustrated
by Fig. 7.

What I claim as new, and desire to secare
by Letters Patent, is—

A device for attaching stars to a flag, con-
sisting of the frame A, provided with hinges a,
books and eyes b/ and 02, respectively, and also
equipped with the linings M, said linings con-
taining the star-shaped openings B, said open-
ings within each side of the frame being exact-
ly opposite each other, the abrasive strips b,
the mold-board D, with two moldings, D’, the
holding-weight H, and the drying-weight G,
congtructed, arranged, and combined substan-
tially as described and shown.

JOHN HOLT,

Witnesses:
JOHN DAVIS,
ALMERIA L. BOYNTON.
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